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DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by

another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent

granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the

applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section

351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States

only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)

of such treaty in the English language.

Claims 1-153 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Neely

(6,044,362).

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application.

Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art

under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome

either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in

the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the

invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131.

Neely discloses an electronic invoicing payment system and corresponding

method comprising an automated electronic invoicing and payment consolidation

system for providing remote customer review of customer account information from at

least two invoicers, a consolidated invoicer interface wherein said invoicer interface

includes at least one access point to each of the invoicers, means for setting said

access point of each of the invoicers for at least one customer, and means for
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authentication of each of said customers, and a remote customer interface for

accessing said consolidated invoicer interface (col.1, line 60 to col.2, line 33; col. 5, lines

24-67; and col.7, lines 15-18); a payment engine, wherein customer payment

instructions are sent from the customer directly to each of the invoicers, said payment

engine including: invoice presentation electronics adapted to present customer billing

data for customer review and to request payment instructions relating to automated

billing to said customer; and a remote electronic customer authorization interface

adapted to: receive the customer billing data for customer review and the request for

payment instructions from said invoice presentation electronics provide the customer

billing data and the request for payment instructions to the customer; receive customer

payment instructions from the customer in response to the request for payment

instructions, transmit the customer payment instructions from the customer directly to

each of the invoicers, said payment instructions including at least an invoice account

number and an associated customer payment account (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36);

payment source is a clearing house (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); clearing house is a

Courier (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); payment instructions include transmission date

(col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); payment instructions include amount to draft from

customer associated financial institution (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); payment

instructions include account information associated with the customer from which to

draft payment (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); payment instructions include account

information associated with each of the invoicers from which to deposit payment (col.6,

line 29 to col.8, line 36); billing data includes invoicer billing information (col.6, line 29 to
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col. 8, line 36); billing information includes a due date (col. 6, line 29 to col.8
f
line 36);

billing information includes an amount due (col. 6, line 29 to col. 8, line 36); billing

information includes a list of goods or services provided during a billing period (col.6,

line 29 to col.8, line 36); billing information includes a late charge (col.6, line 29 to col.8,

line 36); billing information includes account information (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36);

billing data includes customer information (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); customer

information includes customer name (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); customer

information includes customer address (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); customer

information includes account information for the customer (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line

36); billing data includes a customer account identifier (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36);

billing data includes an invoice identifier (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); invoice

presentment electronics further includes invoice information relating to customer bills

and account information relating to financial institutions associated with the customer

from which payments may be drafted (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); invoice

presentment electronics further includes preauthorized payment instructions for

automated payment of a billing amount set out in said billing information from an

account set out in said account information (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); the request

for payment instructions from said invoice presentment electronics query the customer if

the preauthorized payment instructions are desired for the billing data presented (col.6,

line 29 to col.8, line 36); the request for payment instructions from said invoice

presentment electronics query the customer if the preauthorized payment instructions

need modification for the billing data presented (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); customer
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authorization interface includes an editor for modifying the preauthorized payment

instructions (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); the account information includes account

information from a plurality of financial institutions and the request for payment

instructions query the customer to select the financial institution from which to draft

payment for an associated customer bill (col. 6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); invoice

presentment electronics includes a preauthorized default identifying the financial

institution from which to draft payment for said associated customer bill (col.6, line 29 to

col.8, line 36); electronic customer authorization interface is adapted to receive a

customer input to accept the preauthorized default (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36);

electronic customer authorization interface is adapted to receive a customer input to

modify the preauthorized default (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); request for payment

instructions include billing information selected from the group consisting of amount

due, time of payment, account from which to draft payment (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line

36); customer authorization interface is adapted to modify the billing information to

change one or more of the group consisting of amount due, time of payment and

account from which to draft payment (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); billing data include

notices for the customer (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); billing data include advertising

information directed towards the customer (col.lo, lines 25-30); billing data include

control information (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); payment instructions include a date

to draft payment (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); payment instructions include an amount

of invoice (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); each of the invoicers provide a customer

accessible site for receiving said billing data and said request for payment instructions,
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said site accessible from said electronic customer authorization interface (col.4, lines

19-31; col.5, lines 60-67; and col. 6, lines 1-5); customer accessible site is an Internet

site and said electronic customer authorization interface includes a browser for

accessing said customer accessible site (col.4, lines 19-31; col.5, lines 60-67; and col.6,

lines 1-5); electronic customer authorization interface is an automated teller machine

(col.4, lines 19-31; col.5, lines 60-67; and col.6, lines 1-5); electronic customer

authorization interface is a remote kiosk (col.4, lines 19-31; col.5, lines 60-67; and col.6,

lines 1-5); electronic customer authorization interface is a personal computer (col.4,

lines 19-31; col.5, lines 60-67; and col.6, lines 1-5); electronic customer authorization

interface is an interactive television (col.4, lines 19-31; col.5, lines 60-67; and col.6,

lines 1-5); electronic customer authorization interface is a telephone (col.4, lines 19-31;

col.5, lines 60-67; and col.6, lines 1-5); electronic customer authorization interface is a

computer, said billing data and said request for payment instructions are presented by

e-mail to the customer and the customer payment instructions are provided by a

customer e-mail (col.1, line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.5, lines 24-67; and col.7, lines 15-

18); electronic customer authorization interface includes a display for presenting said

billing data and said request for payment instructions and a customer actuable input for

receiving customer payment instructions (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); electronic

customer authorization interface includes audio electronics and a speaker for presenting

said billing data and said request for payment instructions and a customer actuable

input for receiving customer payment instructions (col.6, lines 18-25); electronic

customer authorization interface is adapted to allow a customer to poll said invoice
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presentment electronics to receive said billing data and said request for payment

instructions (col.6, lines 25-31); remote customer interface includes an access program

and a server connection (col.4, lines 19-31; col. 5, lines 60-67; and col. 6, lines 1-5);

access program is an Internet server (col.4, lines 19-31; col. 5, lines 60-67; and col.6,

lines 1-5); server connection is an Internet server connection (col.4, lines 19-31; col. 5,

lines 60-67; and col.6, lines 1-5); Internet server connection is an Internet dial-up

connection (col.4, lines 19-31; col.5, lines 60-67; and col.6, lines 1-5); a consolidated

invoicer interface for an automated electronic invoicing and payment system for

providing remote customer review of customer account information from at least two

invoicers, at least one access point to each of the invoicers, means for setting said

access point of each of the invoicers for at least one customer, means for authentication

of each of said customers, and means for automatically requesting account information

for said customers directly from each of the invoicers (col.1 , line 60 to col.2, line 33;

col.5, lines 24-67; and col. 7, lines 1 5-1 8); at least one access point to one of the

invoicers is the invoiced URL (col.1, line 60 to col. 2, line 33; col.4, lines 19-31; col.5,

lines 24-67; col.6, lines 1-5; and col. 7, lines 15-18); at least one access point to one of

the invoicers further includes a plurality of access points to each invoicer (col.1 , line 60

to col.2, line 33; col.4, lines 19-31; col.5, lines 24-67; col.6, lines 1-5; and col.7, lines 15-

18); each of said access points of each of said invoicer's are a URL at a portal site

(col.1, line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.4, lines 19-31; col.5, lines 24-67; col.6, lines 1-5; and

col.7, lines 15-18); means for setting an access point of each of the invoicers includes a

transfer of invoicer's URL from invoicer's Web site (col.1 , line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.4,



Application/Control Number: 09/741 ,620 Page 8

Art Unit: 3624

lines 19-31; col. 5, lines 24-67; col.6, lines 1-5; and col. 7, lines 15-18); the means for

setting an access point of each of the invoicers further includes a collection of access

points for providing a directory of accessible portals and invoicers (col.1 , line 60 to col.2,

line 33; col.4, lines 19-31; col. 5, lines 24-67; col.6, lines 1-5; and col. 7, lines 15-18);

collection of access points includes at least one of an invoicer's URLs, portal URLs and

payment engine URLs (col.1 , line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.4, lines 19-31 ; col. 5, lines 24-

67; col.6, lines 1-5; and col. 7, lines 15-18); means for setting the access point of each of

the invoicers further includes means for setting up payment of the customer (col.6, line

29 to col.8, line 36); means for setting up the payment of the customer is at the portal

(col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); means for setting up the payment of the customer is a

data entry point at the invoicer (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); means for setting up

the payment of the customer is at the invoicers payment engine (col.6, line 29 to col.8,

line 36); means for authentication is stored on a portal (col.1 , line 60 to col.2, line 33;

col. 5, lines 24-67; and col.7, lines 15-18); means for authentication stored on portal is a

name/password pair (col.1 , line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.5, lines 24-67; and col.7, lines

15-18); means for authentication stored on portal further includes invoicer authentication

(col.1, line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.5, lines 24-67; and col.7, lines 15-18); invoicer

authentication is a name/password pair (col.1, line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.5, lines 24-67;

and col.7, lines 15-18); means for authentication is invoicer authentication (col.1, line 60

to col.2, line 33; col.5, lines 24-67; and col.7, lines 15-18); invoicer authentication is

stored on invoicer's site (col.1 , line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.5, lines 24-67; and col.7, lines

15-18); invoicer authentication stored on invoicer's site is a name/password pair (col.1,
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line 60 to col.2, line 33; col. 5, lines 24-67; and col. 7, lines 15-18); means for

automatically requesting customer account information is a URL request to invoiced

Web site (col.1
f
line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.5, lines 24-67; and col.7, lines 15-18);

customer account information includes invoicer content (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36);

content includes at least one of the following: current bill summary, billing/payment

history summary, invoicer notice/messages summary notes or detail (col.6, line 29 to

col.8, line 36); customer account information includes purchase orders (col.6, line 29 to

col.8, line 36); customer account information includes shipping documents (col.6, line 29

to col.8, line 36); data format of said customer account information is at least one of the

following: XML, EDI, graphic, text and IFX/OFX (col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); an

automated electronic invoicing and payment consolidation system for providing remote

customer review of customer account information from at least two invoicers, a

consolidated invoicer interface wherein said invoicer interface includes: at least one

access point to each of the invoicers, means for setting said access point of each of the

invoicers for at least one customer, means for authentication of each of said customers,

means for automatically requesting account information for said customers directly from

each of the invoicers, a remote customer interface for accessing said consolidated

invoicer interface, and a payment engine wherein the customer payment instructions

are sent from the customer directly to each of the invoicers, said payment engine

including: invoice presentation electronics adapted to present customer billing data for

customer review and to request payment instructions relating to automated billing to

said customer, and a remote electronic customer authorization interface adapted to:
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receive the customer billing data for customer review and the request for payment

instructions from said invoice presentation electronics, provide the customer billing data

and the request for payment instructions to the customer, receive customer payment

instructions from the customer in response to the request for payment instructions, and

transmit the customer payment instructions from the customer directly to each of the

invoicers, said payment instructions including at least an invoice account number and

an associated customer payment account (col.1, line 60 to col.2, line 33; col. 5, lines 24-

67; and col. 6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); a method for automated electronic invoicing and

payment consolidation system for providing remote customer review of customer

account information from at least two invoicers, providing a consolidated invoicer

interface wherein said invoicer interface includes: at least one access point to each

of the invoicers, means for setting said access point of each of the invoicers for at least

one customer, and means for authentication of each of said customers, and accessing

said consolidated invoicer interface through a remote customer interface (col.1, line 60

to col.2, line 33; col. 5, lines 24-67; and col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); a method for

invoicing and payment consolidation system for providing remote customer review of

customer account information from at least two invoicers using a consolidated invoicer

interface, providing at least one access point to each of the invoicers, setting said

access point of each of the invoicers for at least one customer, authenticating each of

said customers, and automatically requesting account information for said customers

directly from each of the invoicers (col.1 , line 60 to col.2, line 33; col. 5, lines 24-67; and

col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36); and a method for automated electronic invoicing and
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payment consolidation system for providing remote customer review of customer

account information from at least two invoicers, providing a consolidated invoicer

interface wherein said invoicer interface includes at least one access point to each the

invoicers, means for setting said access point of each of the invoicers for at least one

customer, means for authentication of each of said customers, and means for

automatically requesting account information for said customers directly from each of

the invoicers, accessing said consolidated invoicer interface a remote customer

interface, and sending the customer payment instructions from the customer directly to

each of the invoicers, said payment engine including invoice presentation electronics

adapted to present customer billing data for customer review and to request payment

instructions relating to automated billing to said customer, and a remote electronic

customer authorization interface adapted to: receive the customer billing data for

customer review and the request for payment instructions from said invoice presentation

electronics, provide the customer billing data and the request for payment instructions to

the customer; receive customer payment instructions from the customer in response to

the request for payment instructions, and transmit the customer payment instructions

from the customer directly to each of the invoicers, said payment instructions including

at least an invoice account number and an associated customer payment account

(col.1 , line 60 to col.2, line 33; col.5, lines 24-67; and col.6, line 29 to col.8, line 36).

Conclusion
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Lalita M Hamilton whose telephone number is (703)

306-5715. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (8:30-4:30).

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (703) 308-1065. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).

LMH


